
What you should know about PFAS (Per/Polyfluoroalkyl substances) and the EPA’s  current guidance on   

drinking water and beyond.  

  

What is PFAS? 

PFAS are a group of manufactured chemicals that have been used in industry and consumer products since the 1940s 

because of their useful properties. There are thousands of different PFAS, some of which have been more widely used and 

studied than others. Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) and Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS), for example, are two of the 

most widely used and studied chemicals in the PFAS group. PFOA and PFOS have been replaced in the United States 

with other PFAS in recent years. One common characteristic of concern of PFAS is that many break down very slowly 

and can build up in people, animals, and the environment over time. 

  

Does the EPA currently have regulatory limits on PFAS levels in drinking water? 

No. The EPA is still gathering data to support establishing nationwide regulatory limits. However, lifetime health 

advisories have been issued for high PFAS contaminant levels and interim advisories have been issued for the following 

four (4) most commonly found contaminants: 

PFOA - perfluorooctanoic acid  

PFOS - perfluorooctane sulfonic acid  

PFBS - perfluorobutane sulfonic acid and its potassium salt 

Gen-X - dimer acid and its ammonium salt 

The latter two PFBS & Gen-X are newer and considered ‘replacements’ for the PFOA and PFOS.  

  

The EPA has proposed a National Drinking Water regulation in the Fall of 2022.  Preliminary nationwide  testing has 

been mandated to aid in finalizing the standard. RS&W is scheduled to test our drinking water in April and October of 

2023 according to this mandate. The EPA is absorbing the cost of this testing, as of now, the burden will not fall on the 

water providers to test for PFAS contaminants.  

  

Resources:  

For more information, visit the RS&W’s website at www.roamingwood.com/Education  

The Water Research Foundation Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) | The Water Research Foundation 

(waterrf.org)  

 EPA’s PFAS strategy: https://www.epa.gov/pfas  

  

 

http://www.roamingwood.com/Education
https://www.waterrf.org/research/topics/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas
https://www.waterrf.org/research/topics/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas
https://www.epa.gov/trinationalanalysis/pfas

